
Can you think of five things that the forest industry does besides cut
down timber? Managing our forest resources involves planning which
trees should be cut and which should be left standing. It involves planti-
ng seedlings and tending them, developing insect-resistant seed stock,

monitoring streamside areas, engaging in fish enhancement programs, protecting
endangered animals and much, much more.
Forest resources technologists and technicians work in areas such as forest
engineering technology, silviculture, and fish, wildlife and recreation, to conserve
forests as well as wildlife, water, recreation and cultural resources.
As a forest resources technologist or technician, you may work independently or
perform technical and supervisory functions in support of forestry research, forest
management and forest resources conservation and protection. 
Some of the activities you might do as a forest resources technologist or technician
are:

• Conduct and supervise forest inventory cruises, surveys and field
measurement following accepted scientific and operational procedures

• Prepare or assist in preparing forest management and harvest plans using
photogrammetric and mapping techniques

• Plan and supervise construction of access routes and forest roads
• Coordinate activities such as timber scaling, forest fire suppression, disease or

insect control, or pre-commercial thinning of forest stands
• Perform technical functions in silviculture and harvesting operations

Where Will You Work?
The majority of jobs in this area are offered by the provincial or federal
governments and the forest industry. You will work both indoors and outdoors. In
good weather you can accomplish your outdoor tasks. At other times, you will
write up reports of your field experiments and may do some work in laboratories.
You will also prepare various work plans and budgets for implementations in
upcoming seasons.
As a forest resources technologist or technician, you might find yourself working
in forestry, forest camps, parks, recreation areas, pulp and paper mills, and wood
manufacturing plants.
Related occupations include surveyor, botanist, conservation officer, interpretive
naturalist and forest fire technician.

How Much Will You Earn?1

Technologist: $53,000/yr
Technician: $50,000/yr
GradTech: $37,000/yr

How Does the Future Look?
Over the next 5 years the labour market
will remain fair. Changes to forest
practices have caused some uncertainty
as to career opportunities.

How Can You Get Started?
In high school, be sure to take courses
in math, English and science. 

Post secondary options are listed on the
reverse side…

CAREER PROFILE

FOREST RESOURCES TECHNOLOGY

TechWORKS! on the web…

techworks.asttbc.org
turn over for more info!
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